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1. The follewing air activity amd aircraft were ebserved at Koethem airfield between

16 and 23 April 19%55:

B6 April, “here was a 10/10 evercast at an altitude ef about 800 meters, At 0700,
30 MiGi5s er U-MiG=15s were pushed out ef the hamgars and parked at the merthera
taxiway, The take-eff peimt was establighed as usual with 3 radie trucks at the
eastern side of the rumway, Ome of these trucks had an amtenna mast abeut 4 meters
high, the twe ethers had eme antenma mast each, abeut 6 meters high, All antemnas
were braced at eme peimnt emly, At 0730, twe formatiems of four aircraft made 5

flights. The sircraft taxied te the take-eff peimt im formatiom but teok eff

individually at imtervals of 5 secends wiith stromg cress-wind, After § mimute
the mext formatiom teok eoff im the same mamner, The aircraft climbed steeply

breke threugh the clesed ceilimg, Accerdimg te the meise, the aircraft cresse
the field frem an easterly direction after abeut 5 mimutes, After a flight ef
heur, the 8 aircraft breke threugh the clouds over the euter marker beacem an
landed imdividually at imtervals ef 2 te 3 km., Abeut 5 mimutes before the twe
fermations of feur lamded, two other fermatioms of four aircraft teok eff, Al
take~offs and lamdimgs were skillfully perfermed, At the ssme time 4 UuliG-lS
a few NiG-15s made trainimg flightse These aircraft alse breke threugh the cl
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and, after & 30 te 45~-mimute flight, practiced bad weather lamdings. It was observed

that the U~MiG~158 cressing ever the imner marker at am altitude of abeut 100

moters again retracted their lamding gears, epemed the thretle, climbed threugh the
cdalds and subesequently made the same practices agaim, A few fermatiems of twe
; alse teok off and breke threugh the cleuds. Ome MiG-15s appreached fer lamding at

teo high. ~am altitude and relled about 4ec meters beyoend the field boumdary
aircraft was mot damaged,

the eastern ead of the rumway, Four MiG-s remaimed im fromt of the hamgars,
westermn hangar was clesed, Ome radio truck with a rod amtenna about 4 mete
parked at the take-off peimt, Amother radie truck with an antemna mast abo

° gh.

23 April, At 0700, 22 MiG-15s er U=MiG~}158 frem the easterm hamgars were parked at

meters high and braced at eme peint was parked abeut 50 meters east ef the fermer
truck, Betweem 0700 amd 0800, 1 MiG=15 amd 1 U=MiG-15 took eff, The MiG-1l5 made 3
zliding appreach flights ever the field while the U-MiG~1l5 made a 30-mimute flight
iv easterly directiom, At 0800, a green flare was fired. Betweem 0800 amd 0300, 19

1 ke ~offs were made by aircraft fitted with auxiliary fuel tanks, At 0805, a

KiC~15 or U-MiG=15 tewing am air sleeve teok off and headed in the directiom ef
Dusbener Heide, At 0806, amother MiG tock eff amd headed im the same directiom for
air-to-air firimg practices, At 0808, 2 elememts of twe aircraft teok off with am
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interval of about 20 meters
L=t ahout 500 meters between the

formation and headed teward

At 0809, 0811 and 0813, one MiG took eff, Twe o g - - ng

flights fer abeut 15 mimutes, One U-MiG~-15 made rolls amd glides at altitudes

betwsen 4,000 amrd 5,000 meters, At 0816, ome element of two aircraft teok

off im clese erder and headed teward the east, At 0825, 0826, 0828, and

0832, imdividual aircraft teok eff, Up uatil 0900, geveral more imdividual

take-offs and elements of two were seem, At 0903, the formatiom of 1

MiG-s which had taken off at 0808 lamded, The aircraft approached the field

frem the east flying side-by-side, Whem the aircraft were about over the

center of the field, they banked te the left and landed, There was an

interval of 3 mimutes betweem the bank amnd the teuching ef ground by the

first aircrafte The ether aircraft fellewed at imtervals of 20 seconds,

The U-MiG-158 teok eff agaim immedistely after landimg witheut exchange

of the crew, At a distamce of about 1 lm beyond the airfield beundary,

the aircraft begam their appreach fer landing at on altitude of abeut 50

features were roticed en the alrcraft. | 25X1
25X1

2, Om 16 April, the Kmiferest-type and Py ghnet~type radar sets were
centinueusly seen im eperatiem. The Fishmetwtype radar set and the AA 4 MK 3
set were still lecated at the southerm edge of the field.2

3o At 1130 en 16 April, a sirem was peunded and AAA soldiers rushed from the
bunkers in the southeaste§m cormer of the field to the 6 x 37emm AA guns
fer practicese

4o The fellowimg air activity and aircraft were observed at the field between
19 and 23 April:
19 April, There was might flyinmg by MG-15s or U-MiG-15s until about
midnight, A MiGe1l5 er U~MiG-15 which was illuminated by searchlights was
attacked, The attacking sircraft appreached the target-representing aircraft
frem the left rear,
20 April, At 1220, 3 MiG-15s er UeMiG-15s8 landed, Betweem 1300 and 1315,
3 fermatioms of 3 aircraft took eff, Twe aircraft of each formatioem teok
off tegether and the third behimd. Abeut 55 MiG~158 eor U~MiG=15s were parked
on the landing field, Three radio trucks all ef them fitted with umbrella-
shaped antennas and twe of them with glass cupolas were alse seen on the
landing field, Ne 422 was seem on ome MiG-15,
22 April, There was might flying by MiG-158 or U-MiG-15s until about mid-
wnight, A MiG-15 or U~MiG-1l5 which was illuminated by searchlights was
attacked,
23 April, Betweem 1220 and 1350, 4 MiG»158 er U=MiG-15s teok eff im rapid
succession amd 2 MiGs teok eff im formatiom, Six MiG-15s er U-MiG-158 made
individual landings, Eighteem MiGe15s or FMMM“:‘O“ of
the hangars em which repair work was done were 25X1
counted, Twe radie trucke, 1 truck and 4 sedans were gseen at the field,
The aircraft seem showed mo umusual features,
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